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COMMUNIST MOVIE MUSICALS INVADE 
THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 


(Cleveland, OH) January's Wednesday evening films at the Cleveland Museum of Art shine 
a light into one of the little-known comers of film history — the Communist movie musicals 
made in Eastern Europe and the former U.S.S.R. during the middle of this century. All 
Singing! All Dancing! All Communist! runs Wednesday evenings, 7:00 pm, January 7-28, 
1998. Film program coordinator John Ewing sums up the series: “First, the acclaimed new 
documentary East Side Story offers an amazing and amusing overview of the whole genre, 
with memorable clips from musicals made behind the Iron Curtain. Then we screen three of 
the full-length musicals themselves — all 1930s Soviet classics directed by Grigori 
Alexandrov, the father of the Communist movie musical.” Alexandrov began his career as an 
tissisLaiit tO the iiiOSi faiiiOus Sovict filiiTmakci*, Scrgci Eiscnstciil. “Wc re sliowiiig his three 
best films,” says Ewing, “all of which star his wife, the radiant singer Lyubov Orlova.” 
Admission to each is film $6, CMA members $3. 


East Side Story 

Wednesday, January 1, 7:00 

(Germany, 1997, color, subtitles, 35mm, 77 min.) Directed by Dana Ranga. Film clips of dancing pig 
farmers, singing tractor drivers, and gliding factory v/orkers spark this eye-opening overview of Communist 
movie musicals made behind the Iron Curtain during the 30s, 40s, 50s, and 60s. "Jaw-droppingly fascinat- 
ing and downright fun." -Variety. 

Jolly Fellows 

Wednesday, January 14, 7:00 

(USSR, 1934, b&w, subtitles, projected 1/2" video, 89 min.) Directed by Grigori Alexandrov, with Leonid 
Utyosov and Lyubov Orlova. A shepherd is mistaken for a famous conductor in this riotous comedy, the first 
Soviet movie musical. Also known as Jazz Comedy. 

Circus 

Wednesday, January 21, 7:00 

(USSR, 1936, b&w, subtitles, projected 1/2“ video, 89 min.) Directed by Grigori Alexandrov, with Lyubov 
Orlova. An American circus artiste with a black child is able to find happiness only In the USSR! Bizarre, 
Hollywood-inspired Soviet movie musical. 

Volga -Volga 

Wednesday, January 28, 7:00 

(USSR, 1938, b&w, subtitles, projected 1/2" video, 90 min.) Directed by Grigori Alexandrov, with Lyubov 
Orlova. Amateur musicians from a remote balalaika factory enter the Moscow Musical Olympiad in this 
spirited, hilarious musical comedy that was Stalin’s favorite film. "The best of all Soviet comedies, very 
populist in character, very typical of its country — and very funny." -Cinema, the Magic Vehicle. 
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